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A free sight-word program for use in schools
that use PM Benchmarking and PM readers.

Infermenien Paek

Open Sight Words is a sight word program designed for schools
that use PM guided readers and PM Benchmarking. The word lists
directly correlate to the words students will encounter in their text.
The first two sets (pink and red) make up 90% of a level 3 PM
reader, with the other 10% often made up of words that students
decode using initial sounds and picture clues (e.g. lizard).

January 2021 Update: The second and third set of sight words has
now been included in this pack. This includes tricky words that
appear frequently in level 11-18 PM readers such as ‘ground’ and
also includes other high-frequency words they will likely encounter
in home-readers and leisure texts (such as Zac Power).
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About Open Sight Words

Why did | create Open Sight Words?

| first had the idea for my own sight word
program when | started teaching. My school
was using a popular series of sight words but
| notficed that the words in this program
didn't correlate to the words found in our
readers. | spent hours and hours going
through our low-levelled readers and
analysing the words used. | discovered that
some of their first-level sight-words such as
‘of' in my schools program didn't even
appearin our readers until level 8.

| set to work creafing my own set of sight
words that would work for my school. My
school used PM readers and PM
benchmarking. The word lists created
correlate directly to the PM series of books
and help students become familiar with
words they wil frequenily use in the
beginnings stages of writing. Each list is only
9-12 words, a manageable amount for
young learners.

Should you use Open Sight Words?

If your school uses PM Benchmarking and
PM readers, then this program will be
perfect for students.

Why | named the lists ‘Open Sight Words'’

I named these lists Open Sight Words
because they are open to everyone to use.
| became a teacher because | wanted to
educate children. | believe education
should be free and | am happy to share my
lists with other schools that will benefit from
this program, because the children are the
ones who benefit.

This work is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

That means you are able to share this
document as much as you want. You can
upload it, send it, and photocopy it.

You are dllowed to make resources using
this word list but you must link back to
www.opensightwords.com

Sight Word Levels

There are ten ‘coloured’ levels of sight
words which roughly correlate to a reader
level, as shown below:

Sight Word Level PM Reader Level
Pink 1-3
Red 3
Yellow
Blue
Green
Orange
Aqua
Purple

O 00 N o U N N

Brown
Grey 10

The second set of sight words (animals) is
now included in this pack and are suitable
for students from PM level 11-18.

My Research

| considered a few things when | made my
lists. This includes the frequency of the words
overall, the number of books they
appeared in, and their importance to the
early writer. Below is a screenshot of my
research in progress:

A B i D E F G H | J K L M N (o]
1 up comes mum
2 |Sam & Bingo 1
3 Here comes litt 9 2
4 |Little Chimp 3 3
5 |Kitty Cat 3
6 Sam's Balloon 1 3
7 Jack & Billy
8 |Holiday Time
9 Baby Wakes up 2 1 3
10 |Little Teddy &I 3
11 Photo Time 2
12 |Sally's Snowma 1
13 |Harry & the litt| 1 1
14 |the big ball 4
15 The little snow! 1
16 |The Big Hill 1 1
17 |Teddy Bear's Pi 3
18 The Little Giraff 5
19 |Raccoon Wake: 2 4
20 The Lazy Pig 12
21 hedgehog is hu 1 1
22 |the photo book 1
23 tiger tiger 6 2
24 |bday cake for b 1 1 3
25 |zac n chirpy 2
26 Total 40 30 20

27 Total Books 10 15 S
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Pink Words (1-3)

First Set — Coloured Words

Red Words (3)

is here the up comes mum said
come look at a on little to
I am too hungry big no in
Blue Words (4)
and for looked can not happy [ shouted
you me see looking | mother go sees
are asleep my going down oh goes
Green Words (5) Orange Words (6)
away went intfo they came like
home he where will she after
good ran cried thank some your
Purple Words (8)
coming with today play please | again way eat
I'm we help back inside make walk out
got stay get but this run all her
Brown Words (9) Grey Words (10)
it's can’t made have saw Nnow then | without
making | having | walked | playing laugh take that old
school find of fast off new gone one

www.opensightwords.com




Second Set - Animal Words

Kookaburra (11)

Kangaroo (12)

over climb us day friend taking park boy
very two hide from do who let’s round
by next want cold says open smile put
Platypus (13)
more under his long time right flew [ children
bigger | there house fly were lived QCross race
three jump was don't slowly late move won't
Crocodile (14) Echidna (15)
first called our because turn tried work | people
any their | always | could didn't | before still fell
family what has when other them many | watch
Emu (16)
morning | close ever or how must know | ground
about | ready | would [fomomrow may read which [together
only use girl these water why year party
Wombat (17) Koala (18)
try same night | Saturday each found | enough | been
much does grow | Sunday learn every father | another
give should four while five head once own
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Third Set - Space Words

Sun Mercury
sing soon tell black think far gave hand
towards| ask | weekend | ride well white bird blue
ate SO love show birthday| best be upon
sister | name | favourite | brother sleep really nice game
Earth
left room last kind above word great | along
keep bring | green holiday group answer | almost [ animal
dinner ball also thought beach slide thing few
won baby car | yesterday soccer | breakfast| often | world
Mars
talk those fair through write young ago around
song sound start story quickly bike bought | brown
side small near | second clothes | born cousin dark
river real point place excited | heard life minute
Uranus
proud | around | began | being hour music scared super
below [ between | book both swim | teacher | afternoon| free
carry | change city near wait woke worried save
even eye face feet maybe | clean care tie
Neptune Pluto
police | follow food hard behind | threw | wanted |castle
hear high large leave surprise | earth | sentence | join
light mean | different| near straight | begin | against [heavy
never |[wonder| page | picture awesome | idea | important | angry

www.opensightwords.com



The Word Lists Explained

Pink Words

This is the first set of words and contains
the most frequently occurring words. The
words ‘is" and ‘here’ were in every level 3
PM reader used in my research. The words
‘the’, ‘said’, ‘look’, ‘af’ and ‘come’
appeared in 60-90% of them. ‘I' and ‘am’
do not appear as frequently as some of
the red words, but these are important
words for beginning writers, and they sfill
appearin the texts regularly.

Below is the text from a level 3 reader (The
Big Hill). Note the use of ‘look’, ‘at’, 'is’
and ‘the’.

Look at the big hill!

The big hill

is a dinosaur.

Red Words

The red words contain 12 more words that
are found in level 3 readers. Once
students know these, they will most likely
be reading level 3 texts independently. As
students advance in sight-word levels,
they begin to make connections
between words. For example: ‘comes’ is
the pink word ‘come’ with an ‘s’ on the
end.

In the above text, note the use of ‘big’
and ‘a’, two red words.

& Blue Words

Yellow & Blue words are the most frequently
occurring words found in level 4 readers.
‘Dad’ is a word that frequently occurs at
around this level but is not included as once
students get to level 4 texts they are able to
sound out ‘dad’ with reasonable ease.

Below is some text from the level 4 reader,
Lily’'s Apple. Note the use of yellow words
such as ‘you’, ‘are’ and ‘my’. Pink and red
words ‘here’ and ‘said’ are also used.

“Here you are Lily,”
said Josh.

“Hel'e is my Gpple!” |

Green Words

By the fime students get to green words,
they have know 42 sight words. Green
words correlate to level 5 readers. From
this level students are only given 9 sight
words per level as they already have a
strong foundation.

Orange Words & Aqua Words

Orange and Aqua correlate to level 6
and 7 readers. Once students know words
such as ‘stay’, they can use suffixes such
as ‘ing’ and ‘ed’ to decipher words such
as ‘stayed’ and ‘staying’.

Purple Words

Purple words correlate to a level 8 reader.
By this stage students have a range of
strategies to decipher words that may not
be sight words. For example: The word
‘outside’ will appear in texts, but is not a
sight word. Students can use the
connection of ‘in’ and ‘inside’ and apply
it to ‘out’ and ‘outside’.

Brown Words & Grey Words

These word lists cover levels 9 and 10.

The Animal Words

These word lists cover levels 11-18.

www.opensightwords.com




53

AR
ht Words '

www.opensightwords.com )

oI
2SI
i v

AR AT

1 pink red yellow ﬁ?
v A
p AN
% orange aqua purple brown grey %
RIS VAN A S G B S SN VAT ON G A @ NG
Vo5 1o X XF%% STt S
%? .ik *{/\\/z *X\F % Name:
*Sight Words ===~
www.opensightwords.com 1 Class: F
Dy T ) 1
1 pink red yellow blue green é?
v N
P L~
% orange aqua purple brown grey ﬁ?
Z‘i SR I Wg

S > N/ N <Y 5

2 ) C L



tid k%% d *;%%;S%{
Ink Wore g%ﬁk ax \: ’
WWwW.ope gw T/\>

} A A A A *
*% is here the é
<Y e
. come look at ?ﬁ
i? I am foo ﬁ?
T
W pA¢

k

o Yo {?fﬁiﬁi}*m >
7 Pink Words - ﬁ//\z =)
NSRS, I Sk¢
fg is here the in
<Y e
. come look at ?ﬁ
i? | am foo ;?

i BN I

T G v S T RSP




ﬂ@ﬁ/\?

W Slog et

s

A
N

RN S Do

S R s zf}
{ Rad pords 5y Xgm{z
}Zi up comes mum  [i¥
Pt 1Y
<yl said a on e
i :
A ittle to hungry 5
e L

Y big no in
e W R N T
%wlwzw?g !!vp!ds mﬁkﬁ*ﬁ&
?Z up comes mum
¢
<y said a on
é; little to hungry
PN}

) big no in

MY e AR

I~ J( < "V X< > Yy VIY P~y o



ey Yo P S TR
7 Yellow Wordsiﬁ?ii?ii

www.opensightwords.com <[\/|7
<\

fg and for looked
X
A you me
wlvi
bg are asleep
N TR W B e
%%%g%ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁmn
¢ Yellow Words O
i opensativortscom 1 SR

fg and for looked in
X e
. you me see ?ﬁ
" &
Nl are asleep my

i N T
T G v S T RSP




e T Ve Za 4t AR
7 Blue Words

a (Mjkg%*

www.opensightwords.

};i can not
k¢
{1 shouted | looking
¢
e go sees
]
ﬁf down oh
LAY oV T
o Zﬁ?§%§ﬁ
fgf lue Words ﬁézz%ig:
;Z can not
k¢
<5 shouted | looking
¢ .
N go sees going
> {
2N
3 down oh goes

I~ J( < "V X< > Yy VIY P~y o



e V0T S R S

e (W;Wrwepe?my\!ogdsﬁﬁz %?%5& o &:
}% away went into é
X " ) ) e
. ome e where ?i
% QOOd ran cried 2
i? {\/\/z i?% ﬁ%é\/\ﬁ*yﬁﬁ?
S EEa DY SRy
e Green Wordsﬁﬁz o E) L
} www.opensightwords.com <l\/|7 A *
kg
*% away went into s
X " ) ] e
. ome e where ?ﬁ
% good ran cried o
T G v S T RSP




¥ U0 et DT B
At Orcmge Words %? ¥

} www.opensightwords.com  J 7L, "
the came i
*i y
X
will she
e
% thank some
. 93 iﬁf T e ile

SR

T W {CZZC} {?*i%{éf}

At Orqnge Words y-

; www.opensightwords.com  JVL, ARV <7

- g
*% they came like 1
‘X ill h ft &
. wi she after ?ﬁ
% thank some your ;?
T G v S T RSP




coming

play

help

back

stay

get

Ay

A
ES R g
Aqua Words /¢

SIS

i}{jz{j%:g
Y AL
4\7:\?

WWWWW

%\\Fé www.opensightwords.com <'\/‘7 T/\> N
}g coming with today
k¢
<y play I'm we
¢
Ay help back got
A

7 stay get but
i? L/ ~N S8 77 W 5. a0 vV S 20 W o0




NS NG N
?;X\F Wy L2 4R %gfikikxlg
Purple Words
%\7 Wvlv{x/ Eensighfwords.com (I\/\jk$$ *fz/\\
fg please again way
<{y] eat inside make
i walk out
ﬁz run all
T ST W oY %wﬁm
R e
Purple Words
www.orgnsighfwords.com gv;c{gﬁ %f/\ﬁj\; &k
E l DAt
please again way
i@ 5
<Y eat inside make §
é; walk out this Y
- S
run all her
i? L/ ~N S8 77 N 5. a0 Vv N RGN %i




< Brown Words &
www.opensightwords.com (,\/Ijk$§/\g &iﬁ
£ 5 it's can't DA
e LY
e

<y have making having

walked playing school

?i

v find f fast .
IN O as

o

A

<

TSy oK G i &Nﬁl{
iX%B* %{ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ}ﬁm
rown Words
www.ogsigh’rwords.com %ﬁ//\z%:\? *{/\5@ &k
?g it's can’t made [iv
A 5
<y have making having

7
A walked playing school
I2NE

p

find of fast

i? L/ ~N S8 77 W 5. a0 vV S 20 W o0

LU A PN




At L

T3 Gy B
S Sroy Yore DA
}X saw now then [
¢ 5
< x| without laugh take §
0 that old off Y
L *
ﬁz new gone one &
TRY PR X %wﬁm )
R s LA
< Grey Words <\,>Zﬁ//\z W3 AR =
www.opensightwords.com ~ ML, 7 NN *
?g saw now then [i7
ke >
<y without laugh take §
i that old off Y
- *

new gone one

i? L/ ~N S8 77 W 5. a0 v S 20 W L0 %i




® PN
R
Animal i |rere
A 2o\
\
®
Sight Words |c.-
kookaburra | kangaroo dingo platypus crocodile
Level 11 Level 12 Level 13 Level 13 Level 14
echidna dolphin emu wombat koala
Level 15 Level 16 Level 16 Level 17 Level 18
Name:
Class:
kookaburr kangaroo dingo platypus crocodile
Level 12 Level 13 Level 13 Level 14
a
Level 11
echidna dolphin emu wombat koala
Level 15 Level 16 Level 16 Level 17 Level 18




Kookaburra Words
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over climb us
day very two
hide from by
next want cold

Kookaburra Words
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friend taking park
boy do who
let’s round says

open smile put
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friend taking park
boy do who
let’s round says

open smile put
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more under his
long bigger there
house fly three
jump was don't
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time right flew

children were lived
ACross race slowly
late move won'’t

M &S Platypus Words L3
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time right flew
children were lived
ACross race slowly

late move won't
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first called our

because any their
always could family
what has when

== Crocodile Words <
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Echidna Words
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turn tried work
people didn’t before
still fell other
them many waich

Echidna Words
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turn tried
people didn’t before
still fell other
them many watch
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Dolphin Words
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morning close ever
or about ready
would | tomorrow only
use girl these
Dolphin Words
www.opensightwords.com
morning close ever
or about ready
would [ tomorrow only
use girl these
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how must know
ground may read
which together water
why year party
Yy EmuWords ™
how must know
ground may read
which together water
why year party
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Saturday much Sunday
does grow give
should four while

Wombat Words
™ www.opensightwords.com A

try same night

Saturday much Sunday
does grow give
should four while




Koala Words
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each found

been learn every
father another five
head once own

Koala Words
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each found
been learn every
father another five

head once own
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Sun Mercury Venus Earth Mars
Level 19 Level 20 Level 21 Level 23 Level 24
Jupiter Saturn Uranus Neptune Pluto
Level 25 Level 26 Level 27 Level 28 Level 28
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Sun Words
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soon tell black
towards ask weekend
ride ate SO
love show sister
hame favourite | brother
Sun Words
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far gave nhand
well white bird
blue birthday best

be upon sleep

really nice game
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left
room last kind
keep bring green
holiday dinner ball
also thought won
baby car yesterday
@ Venus Words
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Earth Words
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word great along
group answer almost
animal beach slide
thing few soccer
breakfast often world
Earth Words
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Mars Words
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those fair through
song sound start
story side small
near second river
real point place
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young ago around

quickly bike bought

brown clothes born
cousin dark excited
heard life minute
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eye face feet
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Uranus Words
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music scared super
swim teacher | afternoon
free wait woke
worried save maybe
clean care tie
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Neptune Words
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follow food hard
hear high large
leave light mean
different near never
wonder page picture
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Pluto Words
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threw wanted castle
surprise earth sentence
join straight begin
against heavy awesome
idea important angry
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